Name 4a
fossils

Everything we know about dinosaurs has been learnt from the study of fossils.

The word ‘fOSSIlI’ comes from a Latin word meaning ‘to dig up’. The word is used today
to mean the traces of prehistoric life, which have been buried in the rocks of the earth’s
crust for thousands or millions of years.

Most fossils are found in Sedimentary rocks. These rocks are formed in the following
way:

Rocks are continually being worn away by the action of forces such as frost, rain and
wind. The materials produced such as sand, mud and gravel may then be moved or
transported by water and wind, to be laid down or deposited in lakes or the sea. Layers
of the sediment are built up. In the sea, a series of layers built over millions fo years can
be kilometres thick.

how were dinosaurs fossilized?
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Animals that died in the water or were carried there
accidentally would sink to the bottom and their bones
or teeth would become embedded in the
accumulating sediment.

Dinosaurs lived on land, although a few may have
lived in swamps or around lakes and rivers. Usually
when a dinosaur died, its body lay on the ground.
There it was either eaten by a carnivore (flesh eater),
which crushed and scattered its bones, or its merely
rotted away. In either case, all remains of the
dinosaur vanished without a trace.

If however, a dinosaur died near a river or swamp, it
could possibly be preserved. its body sank into fine
sediment (eg. mud particles), or the bottom of a
swamp, or was washed down river, then quickly
covered and buried. This protected the dinosaur from
decay or destruction by scavengers. its soft parts (
flesh, eyes, internal organs) rotted way, leaving the
harder parts (bones and teeth), covered in mud.
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